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ing the elements of an antiphony, a means of getting atten-
tion, confirming something the child already knows, or
giving him a chance to give the answer.
Stones. — Stories aid in the language development of a
preschool child.   Which stories are most interesting?   Which
stories contribute most to the child's development?   To the
three- and four-year-old, action and sense impressions are
most interesting.    The sights he sees,  the substances he
touches, the activities in which he engages, the.sounds he
hears are fascinating to him.   The way a little child repeats
new words over and over, and blows a horn interminably
as soon as he has learned to do it, shows how intriguing his
sensations and his activities are to him.   These are the most
suitable sources of content for his stories.   Stories for young
children, therefore, should be told in terms of action and
sense impressions.   Up to the age of six years a child is most
alive to moving things — engines, boats, horses and wagons,
animals, boys and girls in action.    Children lose interest
when the action is interrupted by a long descriptive passage.
In telling a story one can notice the drop in interest during
descriptive and explanatory portions, and the flare-up of
interest again when the action is resumed.   Since the young
child's own activities and experiences are the ones most
interesting to him, the first stories should be about experi-
ences familiar to children.   In telling a story about a journey
by train to one group of Russian preschool children the
teacher observed slight interest.    In telling the same story
to another group of children of the same age thfe teacher
found keen interest.    The difference was due to the fact
that the first group had never been on a journey while the
second group, who were refugees, had had experiences on
trains similar to those described in the story.   Stories about
familiar experiences are valuable in helping children to
interpret their experiences, to see more clearly the relation-
ships between themselves and the things and people about
them, and to help them to differentiate between fancy and
reality.
Stories true to life should encourage sympathy and under-

